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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, the Vox Pop is the “voice of the people,” the people who are Mars 
Hill Church. Mars Hill Church is based in the greater Seattle area with weekly Sunday gatherings held in Shoreline, 
Ballard, and West Seattle. Throughout the week there are different events and activities, as well aS small group meet- 
ings. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk for an introduction to our church community. For ad- 
ditional info, teaching, music, and much more, visit our website: marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop online 


(marshillchurch.org/ voxpop) for more articles and content. 





For the First Time Ever 


West Seattie Campus to host midweek classes 


Next month represents a milestone for our newest location. 
The West Seattle Campus (7551 35th Ave SW) will begin 
midweek Capstone classes on March 8. These classes start 
at 7pm, and will meet every Thursday for eight weeks (until 
April 26). Anyone from any Mars Hill campus is welcome to 
sign up for these classes. To register, go to marshillchurch. 
org. Childcare is provided, but registration is required; please 
remember to do so when you sign up for your class. 

The three classes that will be offered in West Seattle 
are Apologetics, Practical Theology for W omen, and S pintual 
Disciplines. The Gospel Class (an introduction to who we 
are and what we believe) is the general prerequisite for all 
Mars Hill classes and Mars Hill membership. The Gospel 
Class will also be offered in West Seattle beginning March 
8, in addition to the following courses: 


APOLOGETICS 
Brant Bosserman, member at Mars Hill Church 


Are you tired of apologizing - saying you're sorry for your faith 
rather than defending it? Historically an apology referred 
to a rational defense of a given position. This happens to 
be what Jude 3 calls all Christians to do for their faith in 
Christ. If you would like to leam how to “always be ready 
to give a defense for the hope that lies within you” (1 Peter 
3:15), corre to Apologetics 101. This course will cover the 
basic elements of the Christian faith, traditional and presup- 
positional apologetics. It is a fundamental apologetics class 
that will equip believers in all maturity levels and give thema 
biblically sound confidence in their faith. 


PRACTICAL THEOLOGY FOR WOMEN 
Wendy Alsup, Deacon at Mars Hill Church 


“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowl- 
edge of the Holy O ne is understanding.” - Proverbs 9:10 
Many Christians view the Bible as a dichotomy: the 
simple, practical, everyday application stuff for the average 
Christian, and another level of spiritual study is reserved for 
pastors and seminary graduates. While that dichotomy may 
reflect what we see playing out in churches today, that is 
not a biblical concept. According to Scripture, there is no 
hope for wise, practical daily living apart from fear of the Lord 
and knowledge of the Holy One, which is the essence of 
theology. Since most theological discussions are given by 
men and aimed at a largely male audience, this class seeks 





to fight the unspoken mentality that theology is for men while 
parenting, sewing, or dieting classes are for women. Truly, 
there is nothing like a good grasp of true knowledge of God 
to enable women to meet the many practical demands of 
being a daughter, mother, wife, sister, or friend. The goal of 
Practical Theology for Women is to pursue knowledge of God 
that leads women to daily living characterized by wisdomand 
understanding in our relationships with God and others. The 
first lesson is “What is Theology and Why Should | Care?” 
The following lessons focus on the character and attributes 
of God the Father, Son, and Spirit with a constant emphasis 
on living out what we leam of God (i.e. our theology) in the 
daily issues of life. 


SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES 
Bill Clem, Elder at Mars Hill Church 


During this course we will look at many of the disciplines 
that have served centuries of spiritual pilgrims. You will be 
challenged to practice several disciplines in the pursuit of 
intimacy with your heavenly father. Jesus Hinself practiced 
many of these disciplines, managing to keep them fresh and 
life-giving. A goal of this class is to equip you with a set of 
skills that will allow you to pursue God in profound ways. 1% 
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In the shifting sands of churches 
today the doctrine of God has taken 
the back burner to more cultural hot 

buttons. This should alarm the church, 
as many of the debated Issues center on the 


doctrine of God... 


with Dr. Bruce Ware 
[Southern Baptist Theological Seminary] 


register online now at theresurgence.com 


RESURGENCE 


IAN FEB MAR 
MHC | ballard 


1401 nw leary way 


& 7pm (no childcare during the 7pm) 
tuesdays 7am - men’s prayer 


weds. 7pm - gospel class, capstone, : 
kids’ kore, proxy student ministry 


sats. 10am - breakfast club (eat €: 


help prepare the building for sunday)  *Event takes place at the Mars Hill 
_ building at 7551 35th Avenue SW. 


02.23-24, 7pm - proxy student 


| Saturdays 9am* - breakfast club 
: (come enjoy a tasty breakfast and help : capstone, kids’ kore, proxy student 
with the building project) 


: thursdays 7pm*- 
: proxy student ministry 


Marh 23-24 
MEC | ballard canpus- $25 
SPRING 2007 CONFERENCE 





MHC | westseatte MHC | shoreline 
north of the ballard bridge - chief sealth high school - 
: 2600 sw thistle st 


sunday services —9am, 11am 5pm ; sunday service - 10:30 am 


Schirmer auditorium (crista) - 
greenwood ave n &n 195th st 


e sunday services - 9:15am&11:15am 


: tuesdays 7pm - gospel class, 


: Ministry 


0 02.16 7pm - film & theology presents: 


‘Talladega Nights: the Ballad of Ricky 
: Bobby (PG- 13) 








ministry: junior high lock-in 
(see ad on page 9 for more 


events and proxy student ministry) 








supportgroups 

information about Feb. high school weekly gatherings designed to kindly, carefully, and finmly bring about a 
new way of life in Jesus. If addiction, abuse, homosexuality, unplanned 
pregnancy, or other trying circumstances affect your life, contact 
care@mershillchurch.org or (206) 706-4892 for more info. A complete 
description of the various group is available on the MH website. 























Your one stop shop for all MH content and info: marshillchurch.org/feeds. Subscribe to our weekly email, podcasts, etc. 








Is Mars Hill the place for you? 
Find out who we are and what we believe. 
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campus 
inning March 8 | 7PM 


thursdays at MHC 


į s~ Register at 
E church.org 


INSTRUCTION FOR THE UNINITIATED. 
Learn what it means to be a man of God. 


9-5 | Sat. 3/10 | Ballard | $15 


register in advance atmarshillchurch.org 


M MARS HILL CHURCH 
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Valentine Valor 


The many different ways Mars Hill 
celebrates love this season 





By Pastor J ames Hardeman 


The smell of Hallmark cards is in the air and chocolate roses 
are blooming at your local grocers checkout line. Soon 
they'll go to seed and spill out those chalky litte hearts 
etched with the pithy sayings. | Suppose it’s all very romantic, 
in a marketing kind of way. But one wonders what it has to 
do with Saint Valentine. Variations on the legend abound, 
but the most basic data suggests that Valentine was a priest 
in Rome who suffered martyrdom c. AD 269. According to 
one biography, the priest was also a doctor who would treat 
patients even if they could not pay him It is said his miracle 
was curing a difficult case of blindness in a young gir. 


Experiencing the primitive 
living conditions of the Mayan 
society first-hand inspired Dr. 
Lopez to dedicate his life to 
working towards improving the 
enmronment of that region... 


In February, the month where many focus solely on a 
hot date or spend money on those diamond earings she 
simply has to have (or so the jewelers commercials tell us), 
Mars Hill will inaugurate a multi-campus initiative; we'll be 
collecting food for local charities and sharing the love over 
the next few months with organizations throughout the city 
who usually suffer a shortage because a lot of folks forget 
the need after the Christmas food drives end. In addition to 
this project, many other members will be loving the people 
not only in our city, but also beyond our countrys borders. 
Twelve Mars Hill members will spend their February gearing 
up to extend Jesus’ love to a place most of us have never 
visited, reflecting the heart of St. Valentine by helping with 
medical missions for those who can’t afford proper medical 
Care. 

| asked Mars Hill | Outdoors leader J anelle Baarspul to 
articulate her heart for this particular mission: 


Have you ever fallen in love with a place? Visited by 
chance and felt an immediate affinity for the people, the 
scenery, the entire lifestyle? For Dr. Elden Lopez, that love 
blossomed in the jungles of northern Guatemala, shortly after 
he discovered that he’d unwittingly eaten monkey meat and 
just before he contacted Hepatitis A from unsanitary living 
conditions. 

Experiencing the primitive living conditions of the 
Mayan society first-hand inspired Dr. Lopez to dedicate his 
life to working towards improving the environment of that 
region, and that dream in 1978 has led to the formation of 





Salsa Dance for Jesus! 


Guatemala missions team to 
host a fundraiser 2/18 


In March, a missions team comprised of many Mars 
Hill members will be heading off to Guatemala to 
help people with limited access to medical care. If 
you'd like to support their efforts, come to the fund- 
raising party February 28. It starts at 7pmat the See 
Sound Lounge in Belltown (115 Blanchard Street, 
Seattle WA 98121, www.seesoundlounge.com). A 
salsa DJ and dance lessons will keep things moving 
and a silent auction for a variety of wonderful items 
will provide further sure-to-be-heated entertainment. 
The cover charge will be $5 and will go directly 
towards purchasing medical supplies for our trip. 
Medicine donations will be collected as well; bring 
vitamins (children or adult, prenatal as well), Tylenol, 
ibuprofen, Zantac, Tums, cough syrup, Benadryl, hy- 
drocortisone cream, Band-aids, or any other hygiene 
products (soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste, hand 
sanitizer, etc.). 


God's Helping Hands. Along with his son David, Elden cre- 
ated a non-profit organization and in 2002 bought 500 acres 
near Poptun, Guatemala, a small town on the road between 
Rio Dulce and the beautiful Mayan ruins of Tikal. Thanks to 
visiting groups of volunteer laborers and medical staff, they 
have begun to establish a presence in the community and 
have great plans for future service. Currently, they support 
Los Pinos Orphanage, a technical school, and a warehouse 
that the visiting teams often use as a makeshift clinic. 

The greatest need in the highland region of El Peten 
is for medical and dental services. God’s Helping Hands 
is working hard to provide for the community by building 
a permanent clinic with surgical, emergency, and dental 
Capabilities as well as supporting a dental van they recently 
purchased from Northwest Medical Teams. The clinic will 
include housing for visiting doctors and staff, and will be 
a resource that many of the nearby smaller villages will be 
able to use. God’s Helping Hands has a goal to provide 
care to 250,000 people in the area in addition to supporting 
their endeavor through a farm on part of their acreage. In the 
coming years, they hope to add a nursing school and a radio 
station to their facilities in order to train and educate even 
more people. 

Our volunteer team is traveling to Guatemala next 
month to participate in these efforts. We will do what we can 
to bring the dream of a local village clinic to fruition, while 
also working to serve pressing medical needs in Poptun and 
neighboring villages. We have already recruited many medi- 
cal professionals and students, and have supplemented the 
team with construction workers and childcare assistants. 
The pressing need is for more doctors and for donations to 
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A MONTHLY 
TASTE OF 


TRENDS, 
CULTURE, 
& EVENTS 


Spat: The super Bowi 


With the Seahawks out of contention, you can just ME 
sit back, relax and simply enjoy the commercials. 
Besides, we all know the Yankees are going 

to win anyway - wait a minute...who's playing 
again? (fight East Coast bias with West Coast 
indifference!) 


Lar: Bue Scholars’ “Inkwell Remix)” 
“In a city that’s been waiting to blow since ‘Big 
Butts' and “Teen S pint, many make music, few hear 
It...” This homage to the local scene mbes rhymes 
over Modest Mouse's “Float On” and namechecks 
the Paradox (and Pastor Mark?). With a new 
album on tap for 2007, this track is a great way to 
get acquainted with one of Seattle’s premier 
music acts. myspace.conybluescholars 


MON children of Men 


Sadly, the best film of 2006 isn’t nominated for the 
Oscar. Though not without hope, Alfonso Cuarón's 
masterful fable depicts an apocalyptic future where ij 
Westem civilization has crumbled, immigrants are 7 
caged, pharmacies sell at-horre suicide kits, and all 
women are infertile. 


MUSIC: The Good, the Bad, 
and the Queen 

Darmon Albam is quite possibly the biggest rockstar 
you've never heard of. The man behind Blur and 
Gorillaz is at it again, this time with an intemational 
Supergroup so cool they don't even have a narre. The 
band’s known by the title of its first album, a reference 
to the U.K.'s collective populace. 


DVD) : “Extras” 


In the latest stroke of genius from Ricky Gervais 
(creator of “The Office”), his character is Andy 
Millman, a budding actor working as a film 
extra. Every episode finds a different Hollywood 
star subjected to Andy’s awkwardness. If you 
loved the unconffortable brilliance of the BBC's 
“The Office,” you're probably going to dig 
“Extras: Season One,” fresh on DVD (viewer 
discretion advised). 





Lad: Olympic Sculpture Park 
Nine acres of artwork and green fields on the 
Seattle waterfront, SAM's much-anticipated 
outdoor project debuted last month to glowing 
reviews. The park makes our city just that much 
more awesome - especially if they allow picnics 
on the grass. 


Got a suggestion for the Six Pack? Email voxoop@marshillchurch.org 














Join the MHO Staff for these great activities in 


02.03 


02.10 


02.24 


02.24 


02.24 


02.25 


February! 


Ice Climbing at Snoqualmie Pass 

— Swing your axe into a frozen waterfall and 
experience winter in a whole new way. 
David Skavdahl at ristretto@spu.edu 


Snowshoeing at Snoqualmie Pass 

— Come and enjoy a scenic hike through 
Washington's winter wonderland. 

Mark Humiston at MarkHumiston@gmail. 
corm 


Snowboard and Ski at Crystal Mountain 
— Join us for a day of fun in the snow at 
fabulous Crystal Mountain Ski Resort. 
Dan Harder at Dan_harder@hotmail.com 


Cross Country Skiing at Snoqualmie 
Pass — Enjoy the well groomed and well 
maintained trails at the Snoqualmie Pass 
Nordic Center. 

Joanna Christensen at joannadc@comcast. 
net 


Indoor Climbing at Stone Gardens -— First 
time climbers and children are welcome to 
try out rock climbing on the many walls of 
Stone Gardens. 

Miles Berkey at miles@filtrific.com 


Chilly Hilly Bike Ride — This Bainbridge 
Island ride has been kicking off the Seattle 
cycling season for the past 34 years. 

Ali Wick at awick@anchorenv.com 


Visit us at marshilloutdoors.org 


pm 


09089 




















meeta 
deaco 
jason wendorf 


role at mars hill 
| oversee web development and web content distribution for 
MH, trying to keep MH relevant to the intemet culture. 


sunday campus birthday 
West Seattle 07.26.1972 
family 


Married to Kristina Theresa since February 16, 2002 
Children: Lucia Betro (2) and Kai Atticus (10 months) 


firstset footin Mars Hill 

| first attended Mars Hill in October of 1998, on the second 
birthday of the church. Some friends told me about an 
arty/punk/strange church meeting in Seattle. | showed up, 
nobody said hi to me for the first month, and | was hooked. 


deacon since 
Summer 2001 


scripture 

“And God will exalt you in due time, if you humble 
yourselves under his mighty hand by casting all your cares 
on him because he cares for you.” - 1 Peter 5:6-7 (NET) 


quotation 

You love the sin that you plummet in 

You love the evil one and you’re huggin him 
Cursed persons, we condone pestilence 

We're jerks worshipping our own excrement 
People try to creep and hide their secret lives 
But God's justice won't let evil slide 

How you gonna stand before a Holy judge 

Who doesn't tolerate sin or withhold His grudge 
- Timothy Brindle 


Last book read 
The Saint's Evenasting Rest, by Richard Baxter 


Lastmovie watched 

Don't really have time to watch movies, although I’ve been 
strangely fascinated by the fantastic imaginata of Garth 
Marenghi’s ‘DarkPlace’ (www.garthmarenghi.com). 


Album most listened to 

Who listens to “albuns” anymore? But if it must be told it is 
probably a toss up between Meantime by Helmet and The 
Great Awakening by Timothy Brindle 


Favorite eatery 
Foodmagornium and Great 
American Steakery 
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dea «con (de'ken) n. 1. Attendant or assistant to church 
pastors/ elders. 1 Timothy 3: 8 
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By Crystal Griffin 





Over thepest fhenoiths Vox Poohes brougt youtheanmdesary 
d tebuldngtret is Mas Hill Church's Wet Satie Camps 
(theaccourt will bepudished with there qoaingcC theWet Sete 
Cans nmanfedlitythsgoing. Thearezingdoyd thsfail- 
ity goss back nen y a eaitury with teingim q a Wet Sethe 
Bibbestudy backxinthe1920s Twos<stungreestos M akM athas 
and Hdchre Duff, led teanen at 7551 35thAveLtesSvV 
thad its day cays d theeny and md 20th etry After the 
ninine Prebjeian cesomiretiam adged a nw arfesm cf 
faithin 1967, theWet Seitedhurh edit upand las thebuild ng 
A aval fadia led by Resed Duff, estad ly re pudes the 
prapety but theimmereefadlity wes too nud for thedmiished 
agenAin to nanan Nawwthłes tre fathtll we nee it 
trad the net few dads and Hadar Duff sned es pestor 
util hsdsthin 1992... 


The Doxa Era 
In the ten years following Haldane's death, the West 
Seattle church (then known as Grace Community) went 
through more pastors than it had in the previous forty At 
one point when they had no pastor, a handful of older 
men and women continued to gather erry Sunday 
morning in the building T hey prayed for a preacher to 
come and for people to be saved by that preacher. T hey 
even prayed through the West Seattle phone book, name 
by name, axing God to save each person. Ther pas 
verance protected their non-profit church status and their 
building; they could have lost it all had they not continued 
to mee. 

One pastor came and led for about a year. Pastor 
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A GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES: 


A HISTORY OF THE WEST SEATTLE CAMPUS 


TAsgsoring theWet Sestd echum build ng at 7551 
35th Awe SW bs ns a new dhag in its h gay. Since 
the 1920s, a nnbe df dade] Chri sá an brdhes 

and s stess have l abcred to usethis bulldingfar Gods 
purposss. T hetas has nd al ways bem easy, but God has 
real ned faithful to His wakes and ther community. 


Very soon, the build ng that has ben known as Sette 
Presoyiaian, Hillaest Presoyenan, Grac=Conrmunity, 
and Doxa Church (amung dhe nameg will ofidally 
regon as Mars Hill Chudh| West Setit e Carrpus. 





Rodney Clark followed, and under his leadership the 
Church rose to about two hundred members And Ethel 
Duff guck with the church, saving as secretary like 
always 

Pastor Clark was a little leery about this legendary 
woman who had been with the church since the forties 
But Ethd’s not a timid lady; when she first met Pastor 
Clark ne said, “1 hear you are scared of me” By Ethd’s 
own account, he admitted that he was “He was afraid | 
was going to gve him trouble though | never did.” She 
told the story with a twinkle in her eye and added, “1I 
don't gve trouble” 

Pastor Mark Driscoll met Pastor Clark and his son, 
Nathan, around 1996. Nathan was involved with the col- 
lege group Pastor M ark wasin charge of at Antioch Bible 
Church (Redmond). T hat year, the college group worked 
in tandem with Pastor Clark to put on outreach events 
with musc and teaching at the West Seattle building 

Pastor Clark led the church for over five years but 
then entered the army as a chaplain. (Eventually he 
was deployed to Iraq and later retired from the service 
in May of 2006.) After Pastor Clark left, Northshore 
Baptist Church in Bothell took Grace Community under 
ther wing, and the West Seattle congregation became a 
Baptist church for awhile Northshore sent preachers over 
to West Seattle to lead them Pastor Bill Clan was one 
of the men who wes sent over to lead the people Pastor 
Clem had formerly led T he Inn at Western Washington 
Univeraty and did a great deal of training for youth pas- 
tors across the nation with Sonlife Ministries 

In the fall of 2001, he became the permanent 
lead pastor at the Wet Seattle building when he of- 
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ficially planted Doxa Church as a daughter church of 
Northshore Baptist. That November, though, his wife 
Jeanne wes diagnosed with ovarian cancer. Pastor Clem 
had to delay starting his ministry at the church for several 
months 

By this time the church had dwindled to a handful 
of people induding Ethel Duff. But they kept mesting 
weekly for Bible study and prayer, led by Doug Gran, 
who was on the core leadership team for Doxa. The 
congregation was small enough to meet in one of the 
building's little prayer rooms 

In 2002, Pastor Clem and Doxa Church joined 
the Ads 29 Church Planting Network (started by Mars 
Hill), which wes able to pay his selary for a few years 
and Northshore gave him the West Seattle building for 
the church plant. Within a few years, Doxa Church was 
up to two hundred people a week. 

Unfortunately the building was in desperate need 
of repairs At one point, when services were hdd in the 
basement, Doug Gran’s family had to arrive two hours 
early to pump out two inches of water. | n addition to the 
rickety facility Pastor Clem's wife had three surgeries and 
four rounds of chemotherapy during the time Bill was 
leading Doxa Church. Between renovating the building 
helping plant other churches and battling cancer, Pastor 
Clem describes the experience at West Seattle as a time 
when “there was fruit. . . but at the same time there have 
been struggles, heartaches and even times where | felt 
like | didn't really know if | could keep going on.” The 
Church and the Clem family had many heavy burdens to 
bear. 


Mars Hill West Seattle 
While Doxa endured blow after blow Mars Hill Church 
was growing fast and wasin desperate need of more seats. 
We had moved into the warehouse building in Ballard in 
2003 with roughly 1,200 people and only two services 
From there we grew by nearly 1,000 people each subse- 
quent year, eventually requiring five Sunday services in 
Ballard. The Shordine Campus wes added in January 
of 2006 and quickly expanded to two services to accom 
modate some of the growth. 

But weneeded moreseats and we needed themsoon. 
So Pastor M ark began searching for soaces that M ars H ill 
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might be able to use Since there were five to sx hundred 
people attending M ars Hill who lived in Southwest K ing 
County the hope westhat M arsH ill could start a campus 
in that region, like we had up north in Shordine Pastor 
M ark wesvery familiar with the West Seattle building and 
Doxa Church because Pastor Clam wasa friend from the 
Acts 29 Network. (It was also the same building Pastor 
Mark had asked God for when he was first looking for 
a building for his church plant, M ars Hill, back in 1996. 
| nstead, M ars Hill was planted closer to the U niversty of 
Washington. ) 

At this tme Doxa wes only meeting on Sunday 
nights, so Pastor M ark was“ curious if they would be will- 
ing to allow usto use it for a morning M arsHill service .. 


[I ] was hoping we could open a new service and also help 
provide them some finandal support from the rental.” 
H owever, Pastor Clemtold Pastor M ark that Doxa would 
likely be moving ther service to Sunday mornings so 
Pastor M ark assumed that the door was closed for M ars 
Hill to meet at Doxa in West Seattle 

But then Pastor Clam suggested a partnership 
whereby the maximum number of people could mest 
Jesus in Wet Seattle and its naghborhoods He told 
Pastor Mark, “why don't we pray about what it would 
look like if we were one church. It’s okay if its M ars Hill 
in West Seattle but le's pray about what that looks like” 





The aders from both Mars Hill and Doxa prayed 
and talked about this scenario, and they conduded that 
it was “a win for the community” if the two congrega- 
tions became one: Mars Hill Church. Pastor Clem said 
that Doxa had “tried to be a churm that can bring a 
gospel message to [the community], but we are without 
the same kind of resources that Mars Hill has” In his 
sermon at Mars Hill's Ballard campus in April of 2006, 
Pastor Clem drew a paralla between Doxa and the story 
of Ruth and Naomi, saying “And so in a very real sense 
we've been Ruth to Naom [the community], but Ruth 
and Naomi were still arving” Enter Mars Hill Church, 
which would be Boaz for Ruth and Naomi, bringing in 
resources for them but with the ultimate goal of being a 
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meetan 
ma e | dl e r* 
pastor james noriega 


role at mars hill 

Shepherd and disciple people out of addiction and 
substance abuse issues through counseling, workshops, 
and leading groups that truly transform lives to the image of 
Jesus Christ. 


sunday campus 

| worship in West Seattle with my family then | usually 
head over to the Ballard Campus so | can be available for 
counseling and prayer as needed. 


birthday 07.12.1966 


family 
Marmied to Gina (our anniversary is December 31 - Happy 
New Year); daughter Kaitlyn is 13 


firstset footin Mars Hill 

My first visit to Mars Hill was on April 30, 2006 to hear my 
pastor, Bill Clem of Doxa Church in West Seattle, speak 
about the history of our church and the future of Mars Hill and 
Doxa as one family. On May 28 Pastor Bill graciously allowed 
me to give the last sermon at Doxa, which was an honor. Not 
only was it an honor but | also had the privilege to introduce 
and hand over the reigns to Pastor Bubba and the Mars Hill 
team As | passed the microphone to Bubba on that day, 

the weight of the decision to merge with Mars Hill Church 
finally hit me that this was truly God. That day | becarre a 
Mars Hillian and as | reflect back | realize how honored and 
privileged | amto be a part of this church fanily. 


eldersince 
December 2006 officially at Mars Hill. Prior to that | was an 
elder at Doxa since the beginning of 2005. 


scripture 

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord 
who is the Spint” -2 Corinthians 3:18 


quotation 
“You cannot lead where you are unwilling to go.” 
-j esus, after he washed the disciples feet (paraphrased) 


Last book read 

| actually choked down a book called Summa of the 
Suma, which is the compiled writings and philosophy of 
St. Thomas Aquinas (edited by Peter Kreeft) and found it to 
be pretty good. 


Last movie watched 
The Nativity Story - and I’mnot _, 
afraid to say | cried. 













Album most 
listened to 

Toss up between Mat 
Keamey and the Blind 
Boys of Alabama 


Favorite eatery 
l’m always down for a 
juicy steak at McCormick 
€ SchmickKs or 
anything Pho. 


rer 


*el «der (eľ’der) n. 1. Elected or appointed goveming 
officer within a church (synonymous with “pastor’). 
1 Timothy 3: 1-7, Titus 1: 6-9 
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ES Gas prices aside, one of the rising expenses that | hear 
¡o people gripe about the most these days is movie admis- 
sion. While most of our complaints arise on Friday night 
while we stand in line to buy those very tickets, it’s still 
true that a trip to the movies is quickly getting to be an 
absurdly expensive investment. SS 
Fear not, penniless movie-lovers, there is an alternative. At 
the Landmark Crest Theater in Shoreline (16505 5th Avenue 
NE at 165th) and the Admiral Theater in West Seattle (2343 
Califomia Ave SW) anyJ ack or J ill can see a feature-length film 
for less than the price of a Coke at most mainstream theaters 
(tickets cost only $3 and $5 respectfully). == 
With prices so low, though, skeptical consumers have 
to ask, exactly what decade are these cheapo movies from? 
To tell the truth, the films these theaters play aren’t exactly 
| the latest releases. In fact, at one | actually saw a trailer for 


ine on 
DE DIEPE SLAAP 
T . LER 


a movie l'd seen a month eanier. Generally, the marquees 
at Crest and Admiral list films that have run their theatrical 
$ course but have yet to arrive on DVD. 

The reason these theaters play slightly older movies is 

r E 4 simple: it’s far cheaper. The Admiral purchases movies after 

their public demand has fallen away, and the Crest doesn’t 

BEN receive copies of movies until after theyve run their course 

BER at other Seven G ables theater locations. 

-viagra | asked an associate at the Admiral what effect these 
buying practices have on the types of movies they play. She 
explained that though a movie that flops and quickly leaves 
the mainstream market makes it into their hands faster, their 
film selection still runs the gamut from the independent 
sleeper all the way to the blockbuster action flick. E7 

So, skeptics continue, movie selection aside, if theyre 
only charging three dollars a head, what kind of condition 
is the place in? | wondered the sarre thing. Even walking 
up to the Crest the night my friend Morgan and | went to 
visit, concems about the upkeep of the theater arose in our 
minds. Eyeing the less-thar-impressive exterior, his exact 
words were, “I have a feeling they're going to plop us down 
in front of a TV.” But once we got inside, all fears were laid to 
rest. Though it's a small, homely establishment, everything is 
spotless, from the snack counter to the concrete floors. 

As for the theaters inside, things are just as good. 
The seats may not meet La-Z-Boy standards, but they have 
certainly been well maintained and remain quite confortable. 

g Though |l'm neither a video professional nor an audio guru, | 


ES (Y, February 04 2007 


~F 


WOPDE TAME \VOUIC Say that both are satisfactory by modem standards: 


good enough that neither screen nor sound seriously de- 


tracts from the viewing expenence. Or 


The best part of the experience at the Crest, however, 
has to be its secret-treasure atmosphere. Though I’m a total 
homebody, unfamiliar with the hip and trendy, indie scene 
of Seattle, walking out into the lobby after the movie, | felt, if 
only for an instant, that | was on the inside of sorre rare, un- 
derground cinema clique that few are privy to. | felt cool—and 
that’s saying something. 

The Admiral is similar in most regards. Though stepping 
through the front doors it looks like an old, decrepit relic of 
a building, this actually tums out to be its charm | leamed 
upon my visit that everything about the architecture and 
décor - fromthe portholes in the walls to the iron seahorses 
that adom the lobby’s chandeliers - has remained the same 
since 1919. Actually, the building is a legitimate historical 
landmark of Seattle. 

The Admiral's seating is decent, certainly spacious, but 
a little on the stiff side. More strange than negative is the 


# sheer size of the room Had the owner been so inclined, it 


could easily have been converted into a full-length, indoor 


ig football field. The video quality is good, but the audio is 
wy, something of a letdown. The only speakers are at the front of 


FF the theater, not like the immersing surround sound offered at 


A the Crest. 


Next to the price, though, my personal favorite feature 


I - which both theaters offer — is the boxof frozen J unior Mints 


you can pick up at the snack counter. I’d never seen that 
before, but - color me crazy - it’s a brilliant idea. 

Overall, whether you opt to visit the Crest or the Admiral, 
there's really nothing to lose. For virtually the same price as 
heading to Blockbuster for a rental, guests at either theater 
receive the full movie-viewing experience - which is really all 
we want. So the next time you have a hankerin’ for a movie, 
join the smart moviegoers at either the Admiral or the Crest, 
save a few bucks, and get yourself a box of icy J unior Mints. 
Trust me, you'll be glad you did. 14 


For information and showtimes, call the Admiral at (206) 
938-3456 or the Crest at (206) 781-5755. Josh Wall 
is a member of Mars Hill Church and a student at SPU. 
In addition to wnting for Vox Pop, Josh volunteers with 
Children’s Ministry. 


Erin Silva 


à i AW OF E AZIA 


e Pa E 


Erin Silva ` 




















z day (or, more accurately, sixth season) of Foxs 24 seemed pretty much... 
well, in the bag. However, Bauers battle transitioned from “real-time” to rea 
life, as a new eneny beat him in the ratings. Last month, NBC’s critically acclaimed 
action/drara Heroes captured nearly a half-million more viewers, emerging as the #1 
series on television in adults 18-49 according to Nielsen Media Research. 

Sone might attribute Heroes’ success to the show's well-paced plot and intelligent :: 
writing, or the smart development and direction that evoke comparisons to The X-Files, = 
Lost, and M. Night Shyamalan’s film Unbreakable. | believe it’s something much deeper. There's a larger 
phenomenon that has been swelling in our media for the last decade. 

This month, Nicolas Cage’s head will catch on fire as he chain-whips both human and demonic villains as the 
Ghost Rider. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, the Fantastic Four, and Spider-Man are all back this summer. And in 2008, 
Robert Downey r. will don full body armor as Iron Man, while a lesser covered actress will leave little to the imagination 
as Wonder Woman. Also next year, Oscar nominee Heath Ledger will be joking his way through the sequel to Batman 
Begins as the caped crusaders arch nemesis. 


pr 


Television's treatment of superheroes has corre a long way since “na-na-na-na-na-na-na-na BATMAN!” when 
children would swing along with “Bam” and “Pow” while their parents snickered at the prime-time sexual innuendos 
flying like batarangs over the kids’ heads. Shift to the 21st century with Tim Kringle’s Heroes and there is a reverence 
for both the powered characters and the show's “high concept,” which is nothing more than a thinly-veiled X-Men. 
Healing factors, flight, and telepathy abound, and the plot is complicated by the question as to whether these mutations 
indicate evolution or intelligent design. The show is seemingly building toward the latter, as the powers are emerging in 
tandem with a pending threat and urgent need. 

This summer, after Heroes ends its first season with an inevitable “To Be Continued...” thousands of devout fans 
will likely attend the famed San Diego “Comic-Con Intemational.” Attendees will enjoy sessions not only with comic 
book creators, but with Hollywood directors like Peter Jackson, science fiction authors like Ray Bradbury, and actors 
like Samuel L. Jackson. Every form of popular genre and entertainment will be there pimping their wares at a show 
initially birthed around comic books. The convention has expanded over the years to include a larger range of pop 
culture elements such as science fiction, fantasy, horror, animation/anime, manga, toys, collectible card games, video 
games, television, and movies. The convention is the largest of its kind in the United States, filling to capacity with 
125,000 attendees in 2006. It’s no surprise this convention has drawn so many other media elements together, as all 
these forms of entertainment have begun to appropriate, pillage or outright rip off stones and concepts once relegated 
to sequential art. Comic book heroes and their stories are not unlike the mutants in Heroes, evolving beyond their 
traditional form to saturate every comer of the media market. 

Not every Christian will find these stories automatically compelling. However, it’s important that we do not ignore 
this cultural season of hero-fixation. While Hollywood’s “Academy” would hang Oscar trophies on down-to-earth films 
like Babel, Litte Miss Sunshine, and Letters from Iwo J ima (which, all combined, don’t even corre close to the global 
grosses of Spider-Man 2), it’s apparent that the bulk of our culture is paying attention to characters who wrestle with 
issues that transcend the mundane, struggling with otherwondly considerations that peel back a veil and reveal a larger 
context filled with mystery, good and evil, truth, and destiny. 

If we dismiss these as escapist diversions, we miss an incredible opportunity for the gospel. A simple look at the 
current social and political climate tells all, from our cynical city in Seattle to the East Coast pessinism of a smirking 
Jon Stewart. A populace that feels powerless when it comes to seeing real change, a populace that is losing faith in 
the efficacy of govemment, politics, ethics, and even social activism to solve the innumerable problems throughout the 
word, drearrs in their down time that a hero will be revealed, a savior who will pull them out of the masma - or imminent 
destruction - that they're facing. 

The fictional hero leaping throughout pop culture these days is, many times, either a distortion of, or homage to, 
Jesus. These stories depict a theoretical hero or group of heroes who embody one or more traits of the true and real 
hero/savior worshipped by the Christian. Miraculous powers, unbounded by time, the ability to heal or rise from death 
or near-death, metaphors of ascension and transfiguration... these are all trappings that we wish were true, neglecting 
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The Religion of Sport 


Seattle loves more than just indie rock and espresso shots 





By Dustin Nickerson 


I’ve watched the replay probably thirty times now. I’ve 
analyzed it, critiqued it, borderline meditated over it. And 
still no answers. 

| still don’t know how Tony Romo fumbled that snap. 

It was in his hands, and then it wasn’t. He was going 
to run it in, and then he didn’t. | don’t know how or why it 
happened, but | know it did. When | saw the play, | about 
pulled every muscle in my body with a leap to the heavens, 
exclamations of hysteria. 

Unfortunately, one week later | watched Robbie Gould 
nail a forty-nine-yarder to (quite literally) kick the Seahawks 
out of the playoffs. No more jumping, just some wall punch- 
ing and a bit of nausea. 

| said to my wife afterwards, my knees just starting to 
regain their strength, “I don’t even know why | watch this 
stuff. All it does is tease and depress me,” forgetting almost 
entirely the aforementioned euphoria initiated by Seattle’s 
victory over Dallas. 

Now, | love Jesus, and for a sports fan, | consider my 
passion to be pretty meek in comparison to many. | shout, 
holler, complain about referees, make fun of other teams 
— but at least I’m not drunk when | do those things, and rarely 
is it mean-spinted. Even still, it’s hard for me to make sense 
of the emotion that | have invested into sports and their 
inevitable outcomes. And I’m not alone. 

If you know baseball, you probably know the 80’s flick 
Bull Durham. You also know the beauty of the film in how it 
epitomizes the ambition and devotion of athletes and fans 
in the world of sport. For the athlete, their great idol is “The 
Show,” getting to the big leagues, getting the shot to bea 
big time mejor league baseball player. 

In one scene, Crash Davis (Kevin Costner), a career 
minor league catcher, explains to a group of young, eager- 
eyed players, “Yeah, | was in the Show. | was in the Show 
for twenty-one days once—the twenty-one greatest days of 
my life. You know, you never handle your luggage in the 
Show; somebody else caries your bags. It was great. You 
hit white balls for batting practice; the ballparks are like 
cathedrals...” 

Only a slight minority of us fall into the category of ath- 
lete and relate entirely to Davis, leaving the rest of us to be 
fans. But the movie doesn't neglect the experiences of the 
common man - or woman. Annie Savoy (Susan Sarandon) 
says poignantly in the opening monologue, “I believe in the 
Church of Baseball. I’ve tried all the major religions, and most 
of the minor ones. I’ve worshipped Buddha, Allah, Brahma, 
Vishnu, Siva, trees, mushrooms, and Isadora Duncan ... | 
gave J esus a chance. But it just didn’t work out between us. 
The Lord laid too much guilt on me.” 

Savoy represents the great majority of sports fans in 
America, Seattle included. Though we may not linit our wor- 
ship to the church of baseball, we sweep a broader brush 
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and devote ourselves to the entire religion of sport. We live 
for the thrill of experiencing victory, as it appeals to our emo- 
tions and sensations in a unique fashion. 

In Seattle, and at our church especially, we often 
esteem ourselves as a city of music, culture, art, educated 
young people with money, crappy freeways, big companies, 
and a lot of people that don’t go to church. And all those 
things are legitimate truths, but if we neglect the devotion 
that S eattleites have to the religion of sport, we are neglect- 
ing one of the citys predominant idols. 


Here are some numbers: 


e The attendance at that Seahawk 
game against the Cowboys on 
Jan. 6 was a reported 68,058 
people. The following day, Mars 
Hill brought in just under 5,000. 


e The biggest church on the 
West Coast is Pastor Rick 
Warren’s Saddleback Church in 
Lake Forest, Califomia. On 52 
Sundays in 2006, Saddleback 
averaged slightly over 20,000 
people. The Seattle Manners 
had 29 more home games in 
2006 (81), and averaged over 
30,000 per game. 


e Safeco Field (home of the 
Mariners), Qwest Field 
(Seahawks), Husky Stadium 
(UW Football), Key Arena 
(Sonics, Storm, Thunderbirds), 
and the Bank of America Arena 
(UW Basketball) - all within 
Seattle city limits - equal just 
under one billion dollars in total 
construction cost. 


e The two most expensive building 
projects in the history of Seattle 
are Qwest Field and Safeco Field: 
one of which is owned by the 
city, both of which our tax dollars 


helped pay for. 


e Since the 2005 season, more 
penalties for false starts have 
been called against visiting teams 
in Qwest Field than in any other 
NFL stadium. What does this 
mean? Not only are people at- 
tending these games, but they are 
rambunctious and chaotic, yelling 
at the top of their lungs at 
these games. 


e If Key Arena, the Tacoma Dome, 
White River Amphitheatre, 
the Paramount, the Moore, El 
Corazon, Benaroya Hall, Chop 
Suey, and the 
Crocodile Café all simultaneously 
hosted sold out concerts, the 
number of people wouldn't equal 
the total attendance of a single 
Seahawks home game. 


Stats like these don’t disprove anything about the stereo- 
typical bohemian culture of Seattle, they simply add another 
element; Seattleites are devoting their time and money to 
attend games, their city space to build stadiurrs, and their 
energy and emotions to support those teams. 

This simply identifies yet another cultural mediumin which 
we have the opportunity (the commandment? ) to engage. And 
quite honestly, as a sports fan, I’m thankful for it. 1% 


Dustin Nickerson, a deacon at Mars Hill, works with Proxy 
Student Ministry. 





MARS HILL MEMBERS 


IF you're in debt or need to learn 
how to budget, the Financial 
Coaching Ministry is here to help. 
Email: money@marshilichurch.org 


Cave Paintings, Stones, and Poo ina Bag 


Art Keeps Changing 


By Daniel Rice 





If you try hard, you can actually imagine something about 
the word twenty thousand years ago. There was nothing in 
it that you know now, except, that is, for nature. Well, yeah, 
God was there too, and scientists tell us they have the bones 
and artifacts of people who lived back then... and of course 
lots of animals and bugs and wild things were alive then, but 
other than that, nothing you are familiar with. 

Back then people made art objects, but they did not 
think of art like we do today. Most likely, art for early peoples 
was decorative and related to power and magic. It was a 
way to tell stories and concretize hopes, emotions, long- 
ings, and ambitions. Those purposes are still connected to 
the arts today. But imagine having none of the communica- 
tion devices we have today, and instead of writing words, 
you could only communicate in the form of pictures. You 
can imagine that the one who could draw or make the best 
pictures would be quite a valuable communicator. Such a 
person might even be revered as an intellectual, or as an 
articulate conversationalist. 

The ways we regard prehistoric art is probably totally 
different to the way its creators saw it at the time. To them 
it was not art, as such; it was just a way of speaking. What 
we Call art was simply language to them It was story. It was 
history and hoping and praying and magic and incantation 
and spell and science all in one. It was their means to try 
to improve, beautify their person, or terrify others. In short, 
art was used to try to change the word around them It still 
serves that function today, though some would like to di- 
vorce the arts from any utilitarian function. Such art is called 
“fine art.” Practical works are often called “applied arts” or 
“crafts,” and are frequently regarded as intellectually inferior 
to the fine arts. Such divisions are superficial, arbitrary, and 
basically inadequate. 

What we in the West like to debate about, with regard 
to the arts, would not even be possible a hundred years ago. 
Sone of our cool postmodem art conversations would not be 
possible just fifty years ago. What we call art today would not 
even be called art ten years ago, like the “Cloaca Machine,” 
by Belgian conceptual artist Wim Delvoye, which mimics the 
human digestive system to produce plastic-wrapped feces 
that are then sold as art (www.cloaca.be). No, | am not mak- 
ing this up. 

Art has always changed, and so it continues at a rapid 
pace, but we still can't get away fromtrying to make meaning 
with art and to change our world. Art has always been seen 
as a powerful (even magical) way to transform the human 
wond, both environmentally and spiritually. Art has always 
been utilitarian in this sense. It always has a message - even 
if the message is that it has no message. Art is always psy- 
chological. Even when it is purely omamental, the artist is 
still intent on making something. | have never known an artist 
who was trying to make nothing. We cannot get away from 
the fact that art is “making.” Art is part of our intemal bent 


for language, and it shows up in our expressions all the time. 
Art is what we do. Art is the way we communicate, not just 
twenty thousand years ago, but today. 

Art is our primary language; that is why it is important 
to make art - lots of art - constantly. The one who tells the 
better story is revered, even in our postmodem culture. They 
might be regarded as the meaning-makers of our culture, 
guardians of the past, or perhaps prophets of the things to 
corre. If this is true, then it is very clear why it is absolutely 
vital that Christians communicate through the arts. Arts can 
say what mere words fail to communicate. | Know some wise- 
cracking quasi-intellectual S unday-theologian will say, “Yes, 
but Jesus is the WORD made flesh,” and | will say “Exactly! 
You make my point.” 

The Logos which the Apostle John speaks of is not 
just a reference to a bunch of words. Logos means not 
only “the word,” but it also cares with it the notion of “the 
idea.” We can just as soundly translate John 1:1 as, In the 
beginning was the idea. God had a big idea - the big idea 
was with God - and God was the big idea. And the idea 
was nade flesh and walked among us. Christ spoke words, 
yes, but most importantly he demonstrated the “big idea,” 
through his actions. The life of Christ was also the divine and 
flawless performance-art (if you will) of the big idea in flesh 
and blood. Christ was enacting the human-divine drama on 
the stage: planet earth. The apostles and New Testament 
writers recorded that play in all the important details - not 
exhaustively, but essentially. To fully understand the gospel, 
we must see just what it was that C hist enacted, and we see 
it clearly through their story. They used the language arts to 
do it (and the Holy S pirt's inspiration), but it can be depicted 
through the other arts too, just as Mel Gibson showed us in 
his very personal version of The Passion of the Christ 

Christian artists are crucial to the telling of the gospel, 
both then and now. Gospel-believing artists can articulate 
that narrative in ways preachers using other methods simply 
cannot. No wonder Satan tries to keep Christians out of the 
arts. He knows all too well just how dangerous it is for believ- 
ers to tell that story; especially if they do it with accuracy, 
enthusiasm, and brilliance. This story is the true magic that 
transforms the word, and the arts are the means by which 
that story can be beautifully told. 

May God grant you the courage to imagine more than 
ever before, and grant you teachers who will transmit to you 
the skills necessary for you to transform your world through 
your own works of art. 1% 


Daniel Rice is a practicing artist and teacher 
(www.danielriceart.net). He is a member of Mars Hill 
and the founder of Trumeau Arts, an organization that 
provides art education and support for artists of faith, 
(www.trumeau.net). 











ARP presents: 
Who has righteousness and 
what does it look like? 








619 Western 
Pioneer Square 

3rd Floor North 
Thursday, March 1st 
6:30-9:30prn 


MH Art Or | 











Volunteer with 
Children's Ministry 


February orientation sessions: 
2/11 - Ballard 11am 
2/18 - Shoreline 11:15am ( 
2/25 - West Seattle 1pm 
(in the 35th Ave building, 
not Chief Sealth) 





February 04 2007 Y 











Photos by Luke Rutan 


7 


wG O D. 


‘MarsHill dean WENDY ALSUP 





15 4 


S LIKE 


2 mekes dep stuff 


: Nnreunderdandable 


By Adrid Ifland 


Perhaps you arefamiliar with he nane Or mayoe 
you'veeven heard her geek. M arch 2005, | cracked 
open afresh Vox Pop, and thenareWendy Alsup 
jumped out at me It wesaworensnareamongst 
asaq nensin thetesche listingsfor upcoming 
Caostonedeassss “Practical T hedogy for Womm 
— Wendy Alsup (descon).” 

A fan wesksagp, | visted Wendy & her home 
LitdeEthan Alsup ($x months) set in on theinteview 
and added theoacesondl grunt, whileLukeAlsup 
(two yeersdid) blissfully napped theaftancon 
anay upstairs | lucked out and got adessall to 
myst: | aked afew broad questions, cozied up on a 
conforteblecoudh with onets and listened up. 

Deacon Wendy Alap lovesrreth. “1 think meth 
¡sthemost important sulject out there” shetelsme 
| refrain fromcommentingand Ie thisM atesin 
M ath Education degree holder continue “But most 
people who teach meth understand it easily, and 
they dont understand thet it’s compliceted for people 
to leam, so my burden when | taught meth westo 
mekeit not complicated - not dumbing it down, but 
communiceingit in awey thet isunderstandable” 

Seaopliessthissavepindplewnen taking 
about her newer, depe love: theology. “1 talk to 
peoplevnovegoneto sometypeof saminary or 
theology das or read asytardiic theology book, and 
it frustretesthan-— bigwords Latin phresss T hey 
ak, Dol havetotaketwo yarscf Latin befarel can 
¢tudythedagy?! say absolute y not! Theology isjust 
thestudy of God, and whileGod isdegp Heisnot 
compliccted. Thereisadifferencebehwen ‘dep stuff 
and “unattal nablecomplicsted” stuff. My burden isto 


Wendy Alsup «3 PAGE 21 





‘Audio 

An abridged version of the aght-week 
Practical Theology for Women classis 
available in the online M ars Hill Media 
Library. T he audio is divided into nine 
sessions, each ten to fifteen minutes long. And 
coming soon: an abridged audio verson of the 
God-C entered M arri age for Wome class. 


“Literature 

This summer, look for Reforming Female 
Sexuality, a booklet written by women for 
women to frankly discuss women's sexual 
issues prevalent in our society, and the biblical 
response. T his booklet will cover 3 milar topics 
as the existing Reforming M ale Sexuality 
booklet (i.e pornography and masturbation) 
“because in our equal society, women today are 
definitely struggling with sa milar sexual issues 
as men,” says Wendy Alsup. “T hey have gained 
sexual equality.” Also coming soon, a booklet 
written by women on the subject of infertility. 


“Blog 

W hat’s going on with M ars Hill’s women? 
Who are they? What are they up to? Coming 
soon: a blog specifically for the ladies, 
featuring event announcements, articles, 
class information, teaching downloads, and 
much more 


“Recommended Reading 

In her Vox Pop interview, deacon Wendy 
Alsup recommended these books: 

e ThePath of Londiness (Elizabeth Elliot) 
e Soul Talk (Larry Crabb) 

e War of Words (Paul David Tripp) 


22007 Womens Retreat 

“T he Heart of Communication” (see ad on 
page 19 for details). This retreat will cover 
weighty topics such as gossip and other ans 
that are identifiable by the words of our 
mouths, Since “what comes out of the mouth 
proceeds from the heart” (M atthew 15:18). 
Wendy Alsup and Grace Driscoll will be 
speaking, among others. 


“Wome's Training Days 

At the most recent Training Day (1/27) MH 
women gathered to hear from Wendy Alsup, 
Tonya Moi, Kathryn H arlanan, and Krystal 
Munson on the basics of our church’s biblical 
beliefs regarding our role as women, and 
typical areas women struggle in: modesty, 
sexuality, gluttony, and romanticism. Did 
you miss it? Look for more Training Days 
in thefuture, or download the audio at 
marshi | Ichurch.org. 


RESOURCES FOR 


WOMEN 


IN MINISTRY 


Heeisali od pgetsand 


regures- saveexisingand 


grein theworks- availadle 


goed fical ly for wann at 
MARS HILL. 





’Save these dates! 

MAY 12: Mothers Forum. Join us for 

an honest discussion of motherhood, 
encouragement to find your sufficiency in 
Christ and hopein the gospel, as opposed to 
false pride or sdf-condemnation that comes 
from trying to find your hope and sufficiency 
in how wel you measure up against others. 


JUNE 16: Reforming Female Sexudlity. Are 
you a woman with a sexual history? Do you 
want to honor God with your sexuality now? 
W heat does that even look like? T his summer, 
join women from our church who once 
struggled with pornography and other sexual 
gin for frank teaching and discussion about 
women’s sexuality in our society, and what the 
Bible has to say. Unlike Grace Groups, this 
seminar will befor women dealing with sexual 
histories not linked specifically to abuse 


TBD: Eating Disorders Seminar. T he 
details for this seminar are in the works, 
but stay tuned for a teaching event to come 
this summer for ladies dealing with 

eating disorders. 


AWVomartsCaatone Cl assesthisSoring 
Practical T heology for Women (West Settle) 
will be taught by Deacon Amy Lockman, and 
review the basics of God and His character as 
revealed through scripture 

Biblical Feminism (Shordine), taught by 
Deacon Danidle Blaze, isan overview of 

the Scriptures teaching to women, including 
the hard subjects of submission, headship, 
sexuality, and church authority. 

Women Teaching Women (Ballard), taught by 
Deacon Wendy Alsup, trains ladies to develop 
sound material from Scripture and present that 
material effective y. Thisis good for ladies who 
think they have the gift of teaching and are 
burdened to devdop ther gift. 


WANTED: Lady Teaches 

T he goal/dream is to be ableto offer at least 
one women-specific class at each Campus, 
each quarter, but we'll need hap to make 
that happen: Do you have a burden to teach? 
Do you have a heart for women, knowledge 
of the Bible, and life experience to share? 
We are looking for godly women teachers to 
step up and hdp teach as MH expands and 
more women join us. It is not an easy or fast 
path here at MH by any means, but if you 
are deeply burdened to serve this way, we 
recommend you start by taking the Women 
Teaching Women class this ring. 


New Mars Hill Music | The latest Live CDisa 


NORTHERN 


NSPIRACY 











By Mark Bergin 





About ten miles north of the massive Sunday event that 
is Mars Hill Ballard, the church’s year-old Shoreline campus 
has developed a vibe all its own. Fromthe SUVs and minivans 
overflowing with short people to the pseudo Bavanan 
architecture of the buildings, this expression of church is a bit 
less urban than its downtown counterpart. 

Nevertheless, the acoustic mythrrs emanating from 
Schrimer Auditorium each week are more gnt than suburbia 
— more Pedro the Lion than Michael W. Smith. The musical 
art of worship leader J oe Day combines traditional lyrics with 
a rocked-out aesthetic for a distinctly Mars-Hillian effect. 

The Shoreline body may not yet own a building, but 
it owns a band - and sharing could prove difficult. Call it 
selfishness. Call it territorial pride. Those more familiar call ita 
Northem Conspiracy. 

On a recent Sunday noming, the group vacillated 
seamlessly between powerful drum beats and haunting violin. 
Backup vocalist Lauren Fikkert added depth and texture to the 
stylized hymnody. How deep the Father's love for us, they led 
the church in song. How vast beyond all measure... 

Thanks to the release of a live recording this month, Mars 
Hill churchgoers from the West Seattle campus on up can 
experience Northem Conspiracys multi-layered sound - a 
complex mix of classical strings and indie rock. 

The band's composition developed outof necessity. After 
Joe and drummer Seth Fikkert lost their original bass player, 
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the pair took on the role of recruiters. Having collaborated for 


years together in a rock band called Mindhead, Joe and Seth 
knew they wanted a broader range of instruments for a richer, 
fuller sound. They didn’t need to look far. 

“We just mined Seth and Lauren’s community group,” 
Joe said recently as he and other band members took a break 
from packing gear after service. “We decided to set up an 
audition, and | knew pretty much three lines into the audition 
that it was going to work out.” 

With the additions of Lauren for backup vocals, Craig 
Marais on violin, Jackie Marais on the piano, Audrey Stout on 
the cello, and Dennis DeMercer on the bass guitar, Northem 
Conspiracy was bom. “I didn't even know it was an audition,” 
Dennis said. “I thought we were just practicing.” 

From that humble launch last March, the group has 
matured and developed with weekly practices. Throughout 
last fall, the band played both of Shoreline’s moming services 
almost every week. The schedule can be exhausting. “We 
get here early, because we have to set up everything,” Seth 
explained. “We don't have the luxury of having it all set up.” 

Once on site, band members cannot leave the premises 
due to potential technology failures of the video pastor. Were 
the sermon to cut out suddenly, worship might need to fill a 
slot earlier than planned. With set up and tear down, 
it makes for a sixhour day. 





But the group isn't complaining. On the contrary, it views 
leading worship as sacred privilege. Seth says he'd “rather 
play worship than be in a band. | love worshiping with believers 
— just the act of corporate worship.” The freedom at Mars Hill 
to incorporate the forms of a Seattle rock band into worship is 
part of that attraction. 

Joe explains that “the craft is the same, but the venue 
determines how we deliver that. We're gathered for a specific 
reason here, and that is to worship Jesus - whereas if we were 
going to play in the Crocodile, not everyone’s there to worship 
Jesus. Sorre people are there to get drunk and slip something 
in her drink.” 

Many of the Northem Conspiracy members have past 
worship band experience, sorre having played together while 
attending the same church in Mount Vemon. That familiarity 
has shortened the leaming cune. “Leaming how to worship 
while being up on stage is huge,” Lauren said. “You want 
everybody to be participating, but you want to be participating, 
too.” 

Last summer, the group got its first taste of playing 
the big stage in Ballard. “I loved it,” Dennis said. “I thought | 


would be really nervous because there are 1,300 people, but 
you look out there and it’s worship. It’s not intimidating. It’s 
welcoming.” 

Northem Conspiracy eschews any star status or its 
accompanying airs. The group is humble, friendly, down to 
earth - and intent on keeping each other that way. When 
asked what C raig’s violin adds to the band that previously may 
have been lacking, Seth did not hesitate: “Femininity,” he said. 
Craig fired back: “The thing you need to know about Seth, 
though, is the reason he plays the drums is to compensate for 
the fact that he’s a nurse.” 

Despite the RN in its ranks, don’t expect Northem 
Conspiracy to produce any audio lollipops any time soon. 14 


The Northem Conspiracy CD (volume 4 in the MH Live 
senes) on sale at all MH Campuses for $5. Mark Bergin 
is a member of Mars Hill Church and attends the Shoreline 
Campus. He is a writer for Word magazine. 


WHO WROTE THAT SONG? 


Many classic Mars Hill worship tunes were written by The 
Northem Conspiracy lead singer, Joe Day. His gifts have been 
a huge blessing to our congregation. J oe’s credits include: 


CHRIST IS RISEN- This anthems chorus is spintual Red Bull: 
“Christis risen, and | know sweet salvation.” A great assurance 
that resonates long after the song ends. 


THE GLORY OF GOD- This picture of worship and glory from 
the book of Revelation builds up to one of the most well-known 
and singable choruses at Mars Hill. 


A PRAYER FOR FAITH - It’s a beautiful thing to eamestly sing 
this prayer, asking God to “teach me, the sound of Your voice, 
with faith to respond to love You. Teach mæ, to follow You close 
with the faith You bestow, to love You.” 


PSALM 25 - A tribute to the promises and character of our 
God, who “guides the humble in what is right, and instructs 
themin [His] ways.” 


FOR YOUR GOODNESS - The question of a humble sinner: 
“How can it be, that You sent Your Son - so You could give 
life, and You could show love, so | could know you Lord? ” 


I LOOK AT THE CROSS 
AND AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS - Meditations on the 
implement of our atonement and salvation. The former 
describes the “mysterious loss” that was our gain, the latter 
features a chorus that builds to “sing out God's praise.” 


| SURRENDER - A song to remember the promises of God, 
especially during those seasons of spiritual fatigue, when “the 
feeling of walking around in circles is getting old.” 


Some of these songs are featured on the new Northem 
Conspiracy live CD. All of them are available for free in the 
Mars Hill Media Library: media.marshillchurch.org. 
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Emmylou Harris : “Where Will | Be” 
| know this was on Pastor Tints playlist, but it seriously 
is one of the best songs ever recorded. 


Band of Horses: “The Funeral” 
Awesorre guitar tones and tasty reverb from my 
favorite Seattle band. 


Bright Eyes: “We are Nowhere and it’s Now” 
Conner Oberst poetically articulates atheism in a 
very honest way. This song places the uneasiness 
of believing in nothing at front and center, forcing 
the listener to wrestle with the question, “If you say 
there’s no truth, and who cares, why do you Say it like 
you're right?” 











Neil Young: “Tell Me Why” 

It should be known by now that the CIA, the FBI, FOX 
News, the IRS, and IRA will hunt you down and punch 
you in the face if Neil Young is not on your all-time 


playlist. 














Cat Power: “The Greatest” 

Great, great, GREAT! She's crazy on stage, but the 
combination of her voice and songwniting warrants it. 
Maybe. 























Mark Mothersbaugh: “Ping Island / Lightning 
Strike Rescue O 

Mark Mothersbaugh was a founding member of Devo. 
Since Devo he’s done all of the Wes Anderson films 
and many more (check IMDB and you'll be surprised). 
| own a Team Zissou shirt. 













Nada Surf: “In the Mirror’ 

| love the way this song moves. The gradual build. 
The way the drums corre in and out. The sound of 
the acoustic guitar. All the noise in the background. 
Matthew Caws’ reflective chorus | look in the mirror... 
This is a great song. 












The Killers: “Uncle Jonny” 
When everybody else refrained, | got hooked on The 
Killers. Dang. 


The Raconteurs: “Blue Veins” 

Saw these guys on Austin City Limits the other night. 
They are the real deal. Not simply nding the coat tails 
of Jack White. They seriously bring the rock. 


Deftones: “Rapture” 
When the Deftones do math, your face gets rocked 
off. 


The Decemberists: “The Island” 
Pink Floyd called, they want their awesome back. 


Beck: “Cellphone’s Dead” 

Pure musical indulgence. In messing around, Beck 
doesn't mess around. l'd love to talk to him about 
Scientology. Did a report on it in college. ...wow. 


The Yeah Yeah Yeahs: “Phenomena” 
Every time this song gets to the “oooohhhh” | expect 
Druids to mysteriously appear and dance around. This 
song is a tasty treat for nff-rock guitar geeks. 
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Meet Dr. Bruce Ware 


Southem Baptist Seminary Dean to 
speak at Mars Hill Church 


The 2007 Resurgence Spring Conference (March 23-24; 
see ad on page 3) will welcome Dr. Bruce Ware of Southem 
Baptist Theological Seminary (Louisville, KY). Dr. Ware will 
also preach at Mars Hill on March 25. The conference is 
tited, “Where the Hand of God and the Hands of Men Meet.” 
At the Evangelical Theological Society’s annual meeting in 
Washington, D.C., Mars Hill Pastor Gary Shavey (director 
of Resurgence) interviewed Dr. Ware. We're publishing 
this interview in two parts: the first half is printed below, 
the second half will be printed in next month’s Vox Pop. To 
listen to the interview in its entirety, download the MP3 at 
theresurgence.com. 


Gary Shavey: Professor Ware, before we begin - maybe 
just to have sorre people get familiar with who you are - kind 
of give a little bit of your background: some of the schools you 
went to and post-grad schools, and then your circuitous path 
to Southem Seminary. 
Bruce Ware: l'd be happy to, Gary. Well, some of your 
[readers] will be interested to know that | grew up in Spokane, 
Washington - went to Shadle Park High School there 
- and really loved growing up in the Pacific Northwest. Lot 
of vacations up to B.C. and over to the Oregon coast and all 
of that. 
I went to college at Whitworth College in Spokane, and 
then went to seminary, feeling a very strong call to ministry, 
to Westem Seminary 
in Portland, 


Oregon. Did an MDiv [Master of Divinity] and a ThM 
[Master of Theology] there, and really | grew to love 
philosophy also while | was in seminary - also college (I 
was a philosophy minor). So | did an MA in Philosophy at the 
University of Washington then after seminary. And we loved 
our time up in Seattle. It was great to live there. The program 
at the U of W was just a wonderful thing. 
| went fromthere to do my PhD in Philosophical Theology 
at Fuller Seminary in Pasadena, Califomia. Following that, the 
Lord was very gracious and opened up a teaching position 
for me at Bethel Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. And I’ve 
taught at a seminary ever since then; beginning in 1984, I’ve 
taught B ethel Seminary, then went back to Westem Seminary 
(my alma meter), taught there for four years. Then the Lord 
led re to go to Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, which is 
north of Chicago, and taught there for seven years. Then the 
Lord led me again in a very clear way for me to join the faculty 
at Southem Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, where I’ve been 
now for nine years. 
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GS: What are the subjects you teach—and you're also 
assistant dean? 

BW: Yes, associate dean there in the school of theology. My 
main area of teaching is theology itself, systematic theology. 
| teach the required sequence that begins with the doctrine 
of the Bible and moves on through doctrine of God, and of 
course of creation and man and sin and then all the way up 
to eschatology. A three semester sequence, we teach at 
Southem. And then | do elective courses in different areas, 
mostly in the doctrine of God, which has been my main area 
of interest divine providence and the doctrine of the Trinity, 
things that | have written on and really do love so very, very 
much. 

But also a few other areas - sanctification is one of 
my favorite electives. I’ve done electives on contemporary 
theology and contemporary trends and those sorts of things. 
And of course we also have a doctoral programat S outhem, so 
we have doctrinal seminars in sorre of those Sarre areas ata 
much higher level, in the doctrine of the Trinity and providence 
and things like this. 


GS: So we're looking at almost twenty years of just seminary 
work — and maybe before we get out of your history with 
seminanes, what are sorre of the trends that you've seen just 
within seminanes? 

BW: Well | do think one thing that is noticeably different that 
has developed over the twenty-plus years that I’ve taught in 
seminary is, there are so many issues within evangelicalism 
today where there are clear modifications being made 
— departures, really - from a number of central evangelical 
beliefs that just were not even on the radar screen at all back 
when | started teaching. Open theism for example (I have been 
very involved in the debate on that movement), is something 
that carre up. There were early signs of it in the eighties, but it 
really carre to the ETS [Evangelical Theological Society] and 
was a major force beginning in the mid-nineties. So just in the 
past decade that movement has made a huge impact within 
the evangelical movement. 

And just a number of other issues — of course, the role of 
women in ministry and in the home; really you can trace that 
back to the late eighties, early nineties. That issue has become 
dominant in the time in which I’ve been teaching. We have 
issues now that relate to the nature of justification, the nature 
of the atonement, the nature of the final punishment - is there 
really a hell? - the nature of divine providence (which will be 
our topic for the conference when I’m with you), the nature 
of the authority of the Bible. | mean, all of these are issues 
that, back when | started teaching, there was widespread 
agreement. But within these past say ten to fifteen years, 
there's been a growing number of proposals that are pushing 
away from really central evangelical commitments. 


GS: What are some ways in which seminaries have, so to 
speak, battled back? How have the seminaries been able to 
address those issues? 

BW: Well in some cases seminanees are the culprits. That 
is, they hire the faculty who write the books, who lead the 
movement away from([the Truth]. In other cases, the seminaries 
are the ones who uphold the Truth; they hire the faculty who 





write the books who defend what ought to be taught. 
A school like Southem, where | am now, one of the features 
about this school that commends it to me so strongly is that 
there is such a very, very strong commitment to uphold the 
Truth - but to do so in a winsome way. O ur first and foremost 
purpose is to commend what is right and good and upbuilding 
to the church. But obviously you can't do that and avoid or 
neglect to wam people about areas that are really destructive 
to faith and practice for Christian people. It has to be both/ 
and. 

As Titus says to elders, they both instruct in sound 
doctrine and refute those who contradict [Titus 
1:9]. And both those things really have to 
be done by a responsible theology 
faculty. 


GS: And likewise, some of these 

seminaries are producing some of 

the pastors who would teach these things to congregations, 
so in sore ways the battlefront could be both seminary and 
pastoral work. 

BW: Exactly. It’s not like the seminaries are getting it all right 
and the messing up is in the pastorate. There are manyschools 
— many schools - where teachings are very troubling. But it’s 
hard to know what to do about that, in terms of trying to stem 
the tide. 


GS: From what | can tell, from what | know about you too, you 
have a passion not to be antagonistic, but you have a passion 
just to make sure people uphold the Truth. 

BW: Yes, to love the Truth. You know, you think of Jesus’ 
statement in J ohn 8 - “you shall know the truth, and the truth 
Shall set you free.” It just is not the case that any old view will 
do. Jesus did not say, “You shall know ‘the five views’ and ‘the 
five views’ will set you free.” Maybe the five views are helpful 
pedagogically, to corre to understand what the options are. 
But then we ought to, as Christian people, be seeking to know 
what God thinks: what really is the truth of the matter as the 
Bible reveals that, and embrace that. That will be - for our 
own lives and ministries and families and culture, more broadly 
- that will be the best. 


GS: So it seers that way - whether it’s bringing up refutation 
against something, or even bringing up a sound doctrine that 
we need to uphold - that you rely more on Scripture so that 
people don't necessarily try and attack Bruce Ware. 


BW: Right, absolutely. | mean, | certainly try very hard in my 
own writing...to avoid personal affronts. In fact, | have written 
explicitly that | do not intend to do that at any point. But it’s 
one thing to speak finmly about problems with proposals, with 
positions taken, and yet to do so in a way that is loving to the 
persons that present those. | personally have tried very, very 
hard to uphold that. Whether I’ve succeeded, the Lord alone 
Can judge. But that has been my intent. 


GS: Do you feel like you've been critiqued by the more 
conservative, too? Maybe on a certain doctrine you might say, 
“I have to be faithful to Scripture here, not just to my historical 
doctrine.” 

BW: | see your point. That is true. | have modified a number 
of things theologically, even in my own thinking about these 
issues over the years, and have done so sometimes in 
ways that my own orthodox tradition may 

not appreciate. But what moves 

me in doing so is fidelity 

to Scripture. 


That’s got 
to be - for all 
of us — the ultimate 
test of whether or not a 
theological proposal is true 
is: Does it accord with the teaching 
of Scripture? And if in fact even the 
tradition has missed it, well then we have 
to go with the Bible. 
| think that’s what Sola Scriptura (which 
comes out of the Reformation) means. | don't 
think that C alvin even, or Luther, would want us to uphold 
Calvinism or Lutheranism over the Bible. Their own principle 
would be to say, “No, if you find we have erred, if we have not 
understood the Bible correctly, go with the Bible.” | know they 
would say that. 


GS: It’s almost a legacy of Calvin that holds to that - even 
Calvin himself. He even had his own subsequent editions of 
his own Institutes. 

BW: That’s right. 


In the second half of Pastor Gary's interview with Dr. Ware, the 
professor discusses the upcoming Resurgence conference, 
March 23-24 at the Ballard Campus. Read about it in next 
month’s Vox Pop, or listen online at theresurgence.com. 


Sweaty Palms in a Courtroom 


The need for speed leads to an encounter with the Judge 


By Libby Myers 





Several months ago, | “accidentally’ went 73 mph in a 60 
zone while driving through Olympia. Though | should have 
seen the signs, | was simply going with the flow of traffic. But 
it's a funny thing when going with the flow of what everyone 
else is doing gets you in trouble. Dang. What a nasty, stom 
ach-sinking feeling that is to see those bright lights behind 
you. What?! He’s not pulling me over, is he? Yep. 

But my brush with the law was pregnant with spintual 
lessons. One obvious lesson: though we think our sin is 
“not that bad” (especially when everyone else is doing 
it), our mental list of excuses cannot free us from the law. 
Furthermore, as Christians, we must never justify our sins 
based upon what the world is doing. 


The anxiety and anticipation of the 
judge walking through the door was 
a tangible force in that room. No one 
even looked at each other. 


Rather than pay my ticket, | chose to go the route of a 
mitigation hearing. In other words, | thought that if | stood 
before a judge and pleaded for mercy, he just might grant it. 
When my hearing finally came around and | had to drive back 
to Olympia, my palms started secreting sweat at a disgust- 
ing rate. | had to face a judge. His reaction would be out of 
my hands. What if he yelled at me and chastised me in front 
of an entire courtroom? 

Ten minutes early, | walked into the small courtroom to 
take my seat with a dozen other “sinners” just like me. It was 
quiet. Real quiet. The anxiety and anticipation of the judge 
walking through the door was a tangible force in that room. 
No one even looked at each other. One man nervously and 
quietly tried to joke with the person sitting next to him But 
his attempts proved awkward. We all wondered, “What kind 
of man will this judge be?” The unknown was terrifying. 

Suddenly our anguish in waiting was interrupted as 
the judge burst onto the scene. With a jovial and fnendly 
voice he greeted us, “Hi everyone!” He proceeded to tell 
us how the judgments were to go down and that everyone 
there would receive a decrease in their fine just because 
they took the time to show up. His matter-of-fact demeanor 
was surprising - and a great relief to us all. 

Once we had a glimpse of who this judge was, our 
fears went away. Each “sinner” still approached the bench 
with respect, but the suffocating anxiety in the room was 
gone. When it came time to plead my own case, he seemed 
to understand rry situation before | even spoke; out of mercy 
he gave me a fair and just reduction in rry ticket. In short, this 
judge was more gracious than | could have imagined. 

As all of this unraveled, my heart rejoiced at the 
thought of Jesus: the Judge. We know our J udge. We don't 
have to live in anxious fear. We can “approach the throne of 





grace with confidence” (Hebrews 4:16). When J udgment 
Day corres, we will rejoice in the righteousness of our King 
who graciously covers us with His own blood so that we 
are not condemned. 

On the other hand, however, J udgment Day is a terifying 
thought for those who do not know the J udge. They are left to 
wonder whether He will be forgiving or condenning. They are 
left to cross their fingers and hope that their own excuses will 
be enough to cover their sins when brought to light. 

Life is better when you know the J udge. Life is better 
when your actions are inspired by a love and a holy fear that 
corres from respect. Everyone cames a sense of judgment; 
you can see it in the way we seek to justify ourselves when 
we're unexpectedly caught in the wrong. But self-justification 
has never led to anything but sweaty palms. Knowing the 
One who sits at the bench is the only way to freedom Y 


Libby Myers is a member of Mars Hill. 
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spiritual disciplines 


Let marriage be held in 
honor among all, and let 
the marriage bed be 
undefiled, for God will judge 
the sexually immoral 
and adulterous. 


- Hebrews 13:4 


By Pastor Mark Driscoll 





As we examine the spintual disciplines, it is important to re- 
member that some disciplines are contemplative, while oth- 
ers are active. The contemplative disciplines replenish our 
spirit, renew our mind, and reorient our focus. Subsequently, 
the contemplative disciplines prepare us to be most effec- 
tive in the practice of our active disciplines, as the following 
Chart illustrates: 


Contemplative Active 
Disciplines Disciplines 
Study Obedience 
Solitude Fellowship 
Silence S peaking 
Meditation Teaching 
Prayer Activism 
Sabbath Work 
Chastity Lovemaking 
Worship Evangelism 
J oumaling Service 
Fasting Feasting 


Inthis article we will examine the contemplative discipline 
of chastity and the correlated active discipline of loverrak- 
ing. Admittedly, these are rarely included in any study of the 
spiritual disciplines, but they are nonetheless very important. 
As Christians we are called to be disciples of Jesus, which 
means that we must be disciplined people, and one of the 
most undisciplined areas of life in our culture is sexuality. 
God's standard for His people is chastity before mariage and 
fidelity within mamage, and such holiness requires a spiritu- 
ally disciplined lifestyle. 


Chastity 

Chastity is the fasting from all sexual activity for the purpose 
of holiness. The best example of chastity in all of Scripture 
is Jesus Christ, who never marmied and never committed any 
sin, including sexual sin (Hebrews 4:15). As an unmamed 
man, J esus is the perfect example of appropriate male-female 
loving friendships that do not violate propriety or holiness in 
any way. The Scriptures command God's people in numer- 
ous different verses to remain chaste in both their actions 
and appearances: 
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° 1 Corinthians 6:13 The body is not meant for 
sexual immorality, but for the Lord... 

. 1 Corinthians 6:18- 20 Flee from sexual immorality. 
Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, 
but the sexually immoral person sins against his own 
body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from 
God? You are not your own, for you were bought 
with a price. So glonfy God in your body. 

° 1 Corinthians 10:8 We must not indulge in sexual 


immorality ... 
° Ephesians 5:5 .. . everyone who is sexually 
immoral or impure . . . has no inheritance in the 


kingdom of Christ and G od. 

. 1 Thessalonians 4:3- 4 For this is the will of God, 
your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual inm 
morality; that each one of you Know how to control 
his own body in holiness and honor... 

e 1 Timothy 2:9 .. . women should adom them- 
selves in respectable apparel, with modesty and 
self-control... 


The issue of chaste punty before mamage is particularly 
pressing in today’s culture because the number of unmarmed 
people continues to rise. Statistically in the U.S., the nurr- 
ber of unmamed adults has continually increased, with 36 
percent in 1970, 39 percent in 1980, 41 percent in 1990, 
and 44 percent in 2000. In 2006, for the first time in history, 
the number of unmamied people exceeded 50 percent of the 
adult population. Both men and women are waiting longer 
to marry for the first time; the median age for men went from 
23 in 1950 to 27 in 2003, and the median age for women 
jumped from 20 to 25 in that sarre period. 

The resulting increase in the number of older singles has, 
in many ways, reshaped the entire social landscape. At Mars 
Hill Church our congregation is comprised of roughly half 
mamed and half unmarried people—unusual for any church, 
but particulady one of our size. According to researcher 
John Vaughan, most large churches (two thousand or more 
people) have less than 20 percent singles. 

A 2006 report on NPR said that 80 percent of 
Americans are sexually active by the age of 20, and only 20 
percent of women marry as virgins. Furthermore, cohabita- 
tion has increased 72 percent between 1990 and 2000, and 
the cohabitation rate increased ten-fold between 1960 and 
2000. Fully 41 percent of Americans will cohabitate at some 
point during their life. According to the 2000 Census, the 
cohabitation rate in Seattle is 250 percent higher than the 
national average. This is due in part to the fact that Seattle 
has the fifth largest concentration of twentyfive- to thirty- 
nine-year-old college-educated singles in the country, and 
also because it is one of the least churched cities in America 
with more dogs than Christians or children. 

Subsequently, many people who attend Mars Hill come 
with sexual sin in their distant or recent history. This includes 


unmarried people who have been guilty of fomication, as 


THEOLOGY 





well as maried people who have been guilty of adultery. 
Thankfully, Jesus died and rose to forgive such sin, thereby 
enabling us to put these sins to death in our own lives by 
His empowering grace. Furthermore, according to Scripture, 
one of the defenses against sexual sin is getting mamed 
(1 Corinthians 7:1-2) and having frequent and free marital 
intimacy so that sexual desires have a holy outlet. 


Lovemaking 
Loverraking is the enjoyment of physical oneness that God 
permits for heterosexual married couples alone. It is God who 
made us male and fermale for sexual pleasure, God who said 
it was not good for us to be alone, and God who created and 
blessed both mamage and the sexual enjoyment it provides. 
Furthermore, it is God the Holy Spirit who inspired the 
wniting of Scripture that provides great freedom in the mar- 
riage covenant and encourages the pursuit of pleasure within 
manital intimacy. Examples of this include the very liberated 
book Song of Songs, as well as various other Scriptures, 
such as the following: 


° Genesis 2:24-25 Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. And the man and his 
wife were both naked and were not ashamed. 

° Proverbs 5:18-19 Let your fountain be blessed, 
and rejoice in the wife of your youth, a lovely deer, 
a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at all times 
with delight; be intoxcated always in her love. 

° 1 Corinthians 7:3-5 The husband should give to 
his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to 
her husband. For the wife does not have authority 
over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise 
the husband does not have authority over his own 
body, but the wife does. Do not deprive one an- 
other, except perhaps by agreement for a limited 
time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but 
then corre together again, so that S atan may not 
tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 


In our age of rampant sexual sin, God intends for us to 
leam the spiritual discipline of sexual chastity while we are 
unmaried. However, God also blessed mamage as the holy 
outlet for sexual desire and one means of protection fromthe 
temptation to engage in sexual sin. 

Marmied couples who do not have free and frequent 
intimacy together are wamed by Paul that they are leaving 
themselves vulnerable to Satan’s temptations to either sexual 
sin or bittemess. Therefore, God's answer to our desire for 
oneness and pleasure is to Overcome our shame and fear 
through the gospel so that we can give ourselves in every way 
to our spouse, and also receive themas God's gift to us. \™/ 


Mark Driscoll is the founder and lead pastor of 
Mars Hill Church. 


Covenant Singles Ministry: 
service project 


The Bread 
of Life Mission 


Bread of Life provides food, showers, 
referrals, and other services to 
homeless men, women and children. 


THE 


HEART 


COMMUNICATION 


Mars Hill 
Women's 
Retreat 200/ 


Since "what comes out of the 
mouth proceeds from the heart" 
(Mt. 15:18), a look at our words is a 
look at the love of our hearts. 


This year's Women's Retreat will look 
to Christ and the Word to simplify our 
sin-complicated lives by sifting our 
conversation through biblical teaching on 
Christ-like love. 


March 3-4 at Semiahmoo Resort 
in Blaine, WA 


Register at marshillchurch.org by February 13. 


| | le Seg 


On February 18, Pastor Mark Driscoll begins the next Mars Hill sermon series, 


exploring the Old Testament book of Nehemiah. | marshillchurch.org/sermonseries/nehemiah 
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=z Valentine Valor (from pg. 4) 


help our student volunteers be able to experience the life- 
changing powers of intemational missions. There are also 
many medical supplies that would be incredibly valuable 
both for our trip and also to stock the shelves of the clinic 
once it reaches completion. 

Janelle and her team are not alone in their heart for 
helping. | interviewed a young gal from our Ballard Campus 
as a prospective member of Mars Hill Church. She officially 
joined our church family literally the day before she headed 
off to India to help with an organization seeking to protect 
children against human trefficking and child prostitution. 
Please pray for member Linsey Hedglin, for her work and 
safe retum; details of her amazing mission can be found at 
missiontocalcutta.com 

And of course there's One Church O ne Village. Through 
the Agathos Foundation, OCOV supports a church and 
orphanage in Loskop, South Africa. This month, OCOV gets 
own members' site forum and blog, which will provide ongo- 
ing connection and communication with the kids and the 
ministry's efforts. These efforts include over a hundred Mars 
Hill members partnering in the endeavor with their hands and 
checkbooks - and more are signing up every day. 

The narre Valentine actually stems from the Latin word 
for “Valor.” It's this devotion to the gospel, the valor of Mars 
Hill members like J anelle and Linsey and our other members 
that inspires me daily as a pastor. | love to see advocates 
of the gospel living the mission of Mars Hill Church in word 
and deed. Sorre kinds of love might look like a box of heart- 
shaped chocolates, but a life and love transformed by J esus 
looks something like this. 1 


J ames Harlemen is Administrative Pastor of Mars Hill Church. 


æ: West Seattle (from pg. 7) 


family together. All Doxa asked in retum for offering the building 
to Mars Hill was to “be a part of what God is doing.” 

In the sunrrer of 2006, the buildings that were built brick 
by brick decades prior became Mars Hill Church, and the 
people who were leaders and members of Doxa—and even 
Grace Community and Hillcrest Presbyterian—joined under a 
common banner. The multiple congregations are one family, 
united by common resources, common doctrine, a common 
mission, and Jesus” blood. The Doxa people who stayed with 
Mars Hill “love Jesus and are excited to see West Seattle be 
transfonred by the gospel of J esus.” An older member fromthe 
Hillcrest days, Jim Dalrymple, remembered praying through the 
phone book years ago, asking God to send leaders who would 
preach Jesus in West Seattle. Mr. Dalrymple told Pastor Mark 
that he was the preacher they had prayed for: “We know that 
God is going to use you to save many people and fill up that 
building. God has answered our prayers and sent us you.” His 
humbling sentiments brought tears to Pastor Marks eyes. 

Ethel Duff is one of only a handful of people who have 
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stayed with the church as it changed names, buildings, and pas- 
tors throughout the years. Many have passed away and others 
have moved to other churches. When | asked her why she has 
stayed and why she will stay with Mars Hill, she said: “[Haldane] 
really worked so hard. That is why I have been sticking with the 
building, because | know every place in that building, what he 
did and how he worked real hard. . . . | Know every stone in it. It 
was hard slugging, but | was happy in it, working there.” 
Pastor Mark recognized the resolve of Ethel and others 


like her, saying: 


Those who have really devoted their life to the ministry that 
emanated from the building (some having served for fifty 
years now) have honestly been a very encouraging group. 
They love Jesus and want to see people meet J esus and 
have their lives changed by Him They are a Bible-beliew 
ing, Jesus-loving group of faithful servants who have been 
gracious with the many changes we are naking. From my 
conversations with them as long as the Bible is taught and 
Jesus is worshipped they don't seem to be too concemed 
about the details. They know the music and stye is not 
likely going to be their favorite, but what I have been excited 
by is their willingness to be flexble and accommodating 
on everything but doctrine. | hope and pray that when | 
am in my eighties | am as biblically faithful and practically 
flexble as these folks have been. In my first book [Radical 
Reformission], | said that churches must either choose 
their traditions or their grandchildren, and these older folks 
are choosing their grandchildren. 


Ethel Duff is a picture of this very philosophy. These days, she 
keeps herself busy running Park of the Pines conference center 
in Kent, which she and Haldane started in 1968 after working 
hard to buy the land piece by piece. Though she spends a lot of 
time out there, Ethel still considers the West Seattle Campus to 
be her church horre. She's called it “Hillcrest,” “Grace,” “Doxa,” 
and now “Mars Hill” —this lady knows better than anyone that 
the West Seattle building truly belongs to the Lord. 

Sixty-five years ago Ethel met J esus on an Easter Sunday. 
God used the West Seattle building to save her, and Ethel 
knows that He can still use it to save others. In a way, this 
women of great legacy, great faith, and great joy represents the 
great cloud of witnesses: the devoted pastors and numerous 
saints whose legacy we now bear. She may prefer organs over 
electric guitars, but Ethel recognizes the heart of the mission. 
With the wisdom of generations past she tells us, “If they 
preach the gospel and people corre to know the Lord, that is 
my purpose in church. As long as they do that, | will stick with 
them” 1 


After a lengthy season of renovation, the West Seatte C ampus’ 
facility is almost ready. Email enkh@mershillchurch.org to find 
out how you can join the legacy by helping to put the finishing 
touches on the project, scheduled for completion this spring. 
Crystal Griffin is a deacon at Mars Hill Church. 


=z Holy Hollywood (from pg. 9) 


the truth that they were and are in Jesus Christ. Often one 
or more heroic figures in these stories will possess the virtu- 
ous character to lead the way, chart the course, to sacrifice 
himself for others, to save the word... or at least save the 
cheerleader. There is often a prophesied, or sense of, doom 
that only this figure can arrest. Many times these modem day 
Characters are archetypes of archetypes, with direct parallels 
to biblical men of God like Samson, Moses, Boaz, and David, 
fallible heroes who were actually archetypes that - albeit 
imperfect - dimly reflected and foreshadowed J esus. 

While I’m not a big fan of Superman Retums, director 
Bryan Singer had the titular character address this succinctly 
when discussing the state of the world with the skeptical 
reporter Lois Lane: “You wrote that the world doesn’t need 
a savior, but every day | hear people crying for one.” If Lois 
Lane represents our rebellious refusal to admit we need a 
hero, a Kansas farm boy in spandex echoes the biblical truth 
that we know, deep down: we’re doomed without one. 

There is something both profound and perverse about 
this Current trend to be considered; one is the notion that ev- 
eryone is grasping for a savior, and that as Christians we can 
illuminate both that felt need and a true savior, not a fictional 
pipe dream. The other side of the coin is darker, however, in 
that we are not dealing with ignorance but, in truth, rebellion; 
many stubbomly refuse to recognize the true and only hero 
and fill their leisure hours with the placebo of the month (or 
television season). They'll gobble up superpower stories 
much like Heroes villain Sylar collects brains, never satisfied 
and always craving more. Even sorre Christians seek solace 
in times of depression and anxiety by tuming to these arche- 
types instead of the real thing. 

On television, S upermen is still a farm boy in Smallville. 
While the tired series limps along in its sixth season, the 
poignant theme song by Remy Zero cries out, “Somebody 
save me...” This encapsulates the current cultural climate 
and accompanying rally to the “meta-human” narrative weav- 
ing its way throughout Hollywood in film and television. | think 
it’s vital that Christians explore this culture enough to point 
from metahuman to metanarrative, from the super powered 
life to the power of the gospel to transform lives, connecting 
this obvious hunger to the fact we are reminded of in Acts 
4:12, that “salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to men by which we must be 
saved.” 

As long as Hollywood is splashing us with garish, 
fictional heroes wrestling with great power and great respon- 
Sibility, lifting our spirits for a couple hours with the thought 
that someone is crouching on the rooftops, flying through the 
heavens, or wrestling with dark forces that wish us harm, we 
need to connect the dots between this yeaming and the real 
savior who can truly heal our spirits, who is truly alive and 
ruling on the throne, who has overcorre the world and seeks 
and saves the lost. Heroes can save the cheerleader. J esus 
already saved the world. 14 


Administrative Pastor J ames Hardeman leads the monthly 
Film & Theology night (see page 17). 


=z Wendy Alsup (from pg. 12) 


present the character of God, theology, but in an accessible 
way- so that is the curriculum we developed for the Practical 
Theology for Women class.” 

And how did this belle and her family from S outh Carolina 
get to Seattle and start teaching Practical Theology for Women? 
“We had friends there with the novel idea to plant a church in 
Seattle,” Wendy grins. “That seerred like a great idea to us at 
the time, and | started doing research on Seattle.” She had been 
going through a study called Experiencing God, and remembered 
its admonition: “instead of inventing something new to do for God, 
find out what He's already doing and get involved.” This led her to 
study up on God's work in Seattle which led her to the Acts 29 
website, and subsequently Mars Hill's. 

After her husband, Andy, lost his job in South Carolina, he 
searched for and found a job in Seattle, knowing they wanted to 
move there to help their friends start a new church. But as things 
tumed out, the Alsups arrived a year ahead of the church-planting 
team So they joined Mars Hill to see how it worked. Wendy 
offered to volunteer at the church office, and though she had a 
math education degree, was a teacher, and had prior church 
leadership experience, she was “thrown in a litte roomwith no 
windows to count money after the services.” She laughed as she 
recounted how she was a litte annoyed at first, and how good it 
was for her to be humbled and leam to serve by doing a simple 
task. 

After a year it becarre apparent to the Alsups that Mars Hill 
was going to be their home church, while their friends felt called to 
the suburbs. What next? 

“Td been volunteering at the church trying to find out how it 
worked, and got to know Pastor] ames [Harlermen] and Pastor AJ. 
[Hamilton]” who were both deacons at the time. She emphasized 
that it was just a time for her to get to know the church, and for the 
church leadership (the elders and deacons) to get to know her 
as she served. It was sone time later that Pastor Mark preached 
a sermon about spintual gifts and said that if you have a gift, to 
offer it She says she e-mailed, a bit sheepishly, a desire to teach 
and expressed it as her gift. The email was well-received and now 
Wendy teaches the Practical Theology for Women class, which 
was handed to her as more of a seminarstye class, and has now 
becorre a cumulative course with a curriculum that 
she developed. 

| asked Wendy what she is looking to do next at Mars 
Hill. “We're trying to get more wonen to teach,” she answered, 
“wonen who are burdened for teaching as opposed to leading 
small groups — which is a different thing. And | really want to find 
women who are burdened to teach sound theology on the large 
scale; our retreats are getting bigger and bigger, and we want to 
train up and lead within the church and not rely on bringing outside 
speakers in. There are a ton of theologically deep, strong women 
at MH, but they don't feel equipped for the large groups.” Her goal 
is to have at least one worren-specific class offered at each Mars 
Hill campus, each quarter. 

| asked her how a Mars Hill woman with the gift of teaching 
might get involved. “It starts with personal relationship,” she 
answered, and referred to her own story of volunteering at the 


offices, letting the MH leadership get to know her through serving. 
“Let us get to know you, and get to know who we are. The deacon 
process is a lot of work. Are you willing to serve on a lowerscale 
[before becoming a teacher]?”’ 

Throughout the course of the interview, our conversation 
moved to Wendy's heart for women at Mars Hill. As she is a fairly 
“Visible” woman among women here, | asked her to share her 
observations about Mars Hill ladies. 

Strengths? “1 see a lot of humility and a desire to leam. 
Compared to churches that! grew up in, the women at Mars Hill 
aren't teritonal; theyre humble, and that trickles down. So instead 
of worren fighting for position to set themselves up, there’s a 
real desire to serve and to humble themselves and to leam, and | 
love that! | love that at Mars Hill. It's been a beautiful thing to see 
among the women.” 

Weaknesses? “Anti-gossip culture used to be a big 
strength, but we're not as strong on it as we used to be. There's 
ground to recover. We grow in spiritual depth linearly, it's not 
ovemight like our growth in people. S piritual growth and depth is 
slow and steady. We'll constantly be working to re-address the 
old things.” 

W hat about other concems? What's the main vibe among 
women? What are they struggling with? “1 think wonen have a 
lifelong issue (and it’s common in every stage of life) with finding 
their worth in the wrong thing. My burden right now is that women 
leam to find their worth in their identity in C hrist and what he's 
done for themon the Cross. What | find is that we have women 
who have corre out of the feminist agenda: they were climbing the 
corporate ladder to find their worth, and they ve now embraced 
their role as women at Mars Hill and at home, and yet theyre still 
trying to climb this ‘ladder’ and find their worth in this horre role 
— instead of the corporate ladder it’s like there's some 
horre agenda.” 

S he continued to talk about her own identity struggles and 
corrparing herself to other mothers, and pulled out a verse from 
memory: “When they measure themselves by themselves and 
corrpare themselves with themselves, they are not wise” (2 Cor. 
10:12). After telling me tales of her own failures in this area, she 
said, “I’ve leamed to stop condenning myself ... because my 
hope as a nomis in Christ empowering me.” 

And that, ny friends, is Deacon Wendy: quoting Bible 
verses and always pointing to Christ. She teaches that G od and 
his glory are the most important, and that we know Himthrough 
His word. And she lives that way. You can't talk with her for five 
minutes without her talking about Jesus by quoting a verse - this 
woman knows her Bible, and she knows her Savior. 1 


Adriel Ifland is a Mars Hill deacon in training and keeper of 
the secret recipe for Breakfast Club bacon. 


fill this space 


Vox Pop is always on the 
lookoutfor committed writers 
with creative ideas. 


email voxpop@marshillchurch.org 
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New Mars Hill Groups 


Redmond Monday 10am SeaTac Wednesday 7pm 

Led By: Cecille Phillips Led By: Doug Gran 

Contact: Meghan Dosch Contact: Kate Gran 

Phone: 425-868-6334 Phone: 206 246 2276 

Email: meghandosch@yahoo.com Email: kategranOcomcast.net 


For Women Only 
Crown Hill Thursday 9:30am 


West Seattle Monday 1pm Led By: Mike O'Dea 

Led By: James Dalrymple, Doug Gran Contact: Mike O’Dea 

Contact: Mary Dalrymple Phone: 206-923-0847 

Phone: 206 243 8387 Email: mchlodea@yahoo.com 
Email: jJmcdalrymple@msn.com 


Lake City Thursday 7:30pm 
Led By: Todd Christenson 
Contact: Todd Christenson 


Capitol Hill Tuesday 7pm 
Led By: Matthew Grummer 


Contact: Natalie Grummer Phone: 206-650-1779 
Phone: 206-370-1808 Email: tachns4jc@yahoo.com 
Email: g.designers@gmail.com For Men Only 


Edmonds Tuesday 10:30am Queen Anne Thursday 6:30 


Led By: Heidi Bleeker Led By: Anthony lanniciello 

Contact: Heidi Bleeker Contact: Anthony or Kristin lanniciello 
Phone: 425-774-6456 Phone: 206-355-7105 

Email: heidibleeker@yahoo.com Email: community@ianniciello.net 


For Women Only 
Ravenna Thursday 


Fremont Tuesday 7pm Led By: Margaret Bullitt, Elizabeth Poage 
Led By: Brendan Connally Contact: Margeret Bullitt 
Contact: Scott Rudat Phone: 206-524-4401 
Phone: 206-501-9160 Email: mbullitt4O@aol.com 
Email: srudat@gmail.com For Women Only 
Northgate Tuesday 10am Ravenna/ Bryant Thursday 7:30pm 
Led By: Cana Youngblut Led By: John Frorrel 
Contact: Carla Youngblut Contact: John and Debbie Fromel 
Phone: 206-219-9125 Phone: 206-219-5312 
Email: marshill@carla.youngblut.net Email: debbie@fromel.com 
For Women Only 

SeaTac Thursday 7pm 
Northgate Tuesday 7pm Led By: Steve Crain 
Led By: Michael Pepera Contact: Steve Crain 
Contact: Michael Pepera Phone: 206-290-4434 
Phone: 206-985-4461 Email: stevecrain@healthy-dynamics.com 
Email: michael@pepera.org 

West Seattle Thursday 7pm 
View Ridge Tuesday 10am Led By: Phil Long 
Led By: Jenn Lasley Contact: Phil Long 
Contact: Jenn Lasley Phone: 206-935-7622 
Email: mylasley@gmail.com Email: seattlephil@nsn.com 


For Women Only 
Orting Friday 69m 


West Seattle Tuesday 6:30 Led By: John Flaherty 

Led By: Sean Ainie Contact: J ohn Flaherty 
Contact: Sean Ainie Phone: 425-417-8473 
Phone: 206-351-4431 Email: tiff&<1L@yahoo.com 
Email: S_ainie@hotmail.com 


Sammamish Friday 9:45am 


Ballard Wednesday 9:45am Led By: Marcy Dorschel, J ackie J arawan 


Led By: Melissa Woolley Contact: Marcy Dorschel 

Contact: Melissa Woolley Phone: 206-234-4346 

Phone: 206-417-5563 Email: travisandmarcy@gmail.com 
Email: thomsm1@spu.edu For Women Only 


For Women Only 


Y February 04 2007 


More than 135 Community Groups meet weekly throughout the region. 
Through leaming and accountability Community Groups exst to develop mature 
Christians who will go out into their vanous social networks carrying the hope 

of the Gospel. For complete group listings, go to marshillchurch.org or 

email communityamarshillchurch.org 
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MARS HILL | Community Groups 





BODYLIFE 





Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes fromG od. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should | give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 
Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don't give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concemed about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can | Give At Mars Hill? 
e Place a check or cash in a secure giving box located at the 
church entrance. 


e Place a check or cash in an offering basket during service. 
If you wish to use an envelope, ask for one at the info desk 
or find one attached to a secure giving box at the church 
entrance. 


e Mail a check to the Ballard Campus (contact the office if 
you would like some self-addressed envelopes): 1401 NW 
Leary Way, Seattle, WA 98107 


e Online contributions can be given va debit or 
credit card using our secure giving website located at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


e Automatic payments through ACH can be set up. E-mail 
giving@marshillchurch.org for more information. 


e Donation of stock is also an option. E-mail giving@ 
marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Sincerely, Pastor J amie Munson 
Questions, Comments, or Concems, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 





CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 











































































































































































































Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
Dec 10 $130,000 $159,922 705 4728 
Dec 17 $130,000 $168,925 543 4239 
Dec 24 $130,000 $168,585 584 4073 
Dec 31 $130,000 $336,532 621 3672 
Jan 7 $150,000 $168,248 618 5421 
Jan14 $150,000 $139,666 513 4704 
MONTHLY BUDGET VS.ACTUAL GIVING 
$1,000,000 
$900,000 
$800,000 
$700,000 
$600,000 | 
$500,000 | LL 
$400,000 | | 
$300,000 
April May June July Aug Sep October November December 
El Monthly Budget $500,000 $400,000 $400,000 $625,000 $500,000 $520,000 $650,000 $520,000 $650,000 
Actual Glven $558,040 $437,504 $533,836 $540,548 $496,235 $443,122 $400,503 $860,831 $992,381 















































*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit, as expenses are not reflected in these numbers. 


OPERATING FUNDS UPDATE 


After a bnef financial crisis in October, we ended the calendar 


year strong with a surplus and replenished savings. We could 


view this as an opportunity to take it easy and becorre lax in our 


stewardship, but that is not what Jesus calls us to do. Weare 


thankful for your faithfulness in supporting the mission of Jesus 


Christ and look forward to partnering with you this year in spread- 


ing the Gospel. 


BODYLIFE 
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Each campus has a different partner: 





- Ballard Campus and Union Gospel Mission 








your donations on Februa 
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Shoreline Campus and North Helpline -W 
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est Seattle Campus and The Salvation Army 
nations requested: non-perishable food items) 








